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INTRODUCTION

JAN KOWALEWSKI SHOULD
DEFINITELY BE RANKED
IN THE PANTHEON OF POLISH
AND EUROPEAN HEROES.

This is due to his plentiful personal attributes, merits and achievements
in so many fields and levels of activity for the benefit of Poland, and not
exclusively. Jan Kowalewski was a man whose activities helped Poland to
preserve its independence in 1920 and delineate its borders. As a result of
this and in reward for other aspects of his long activity he was decorated
many times, including with Poland’s highest military decoration, the War
Order of Virtuti Militari. Although he fully deserved universal widespread
recognition, respect and gratitude, he has remained completely forgotten
for many years.

The knowledge about Lt. Col. Jan Kowalewski’s achievements has become
widely available over the past several years, owing to the work of historians
and enthusiasts. Among them were the precursors of knowledge-sharing
such as Prof. Grzegorz Novik and Dr. Jan Ciechanowski. They described
Kowalewski’s achievements during the war with the Bolsheviks (1919-1920)
and when he worked at a Lisbon-based bureau (1940-1944) during World
War 11. However, there was no separate, general study of his activities
throughout his life.

Jan Kowalewski is an example of a hidden hero, rediscovered and
brought back to public memory. In 2019, a small work entitled Podputkownik
Jan Kowalewski (1892-1965) (Lieutenant Colonel Jan Kowalewski (1892-1965))
was published by the Museum of the Second World War in Gdansk, as part of
the series Patroni dla Gdarniskich Ulic (Patrons of the Streets of Gdansk). The
aim of the series is to promote characters who should be commemorated in
the public areas in Gdansk for their merits and achievements at local and
national level. The publication of this book was also connected with the first
edition of the Lt. Col Jan Kowalewski Award - a joint project of the Museum of
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WSTEP

W PANTEONIE POLSKICH

I EUROPEJSKICH BOHATEROW
Z PEWNOSCIA POWINNO
ZNALEZC SIE MIEJSCE

DLA JANA KOWALEWSKIEGO.

Wynika to z mnogo$ci przymiotéw, zastug oraz osiagnie¢ na tak wielu polach
i plaszczyznach jego dziatalno$ci na rzecz Polski i nie tylko. Jan Kowalewski byt
czlowiekiem, przy ktérego udziale w 1920 r. udato sie zachowac niepodlegtosé
Rzeczpospolitej i uksztaltowac jej granice. Za te i inne aspekty wieloletniej
dziatalnosci byt wielokrotnie odznaczany, w tym najwyzszym polskim orde-
rem wojskowym Virtuti Militari. Chociaz w pelni zastugiwat na powszechne
uznanie, szacunek oraz wdzieczno$¢, przez diugie lata pozostawat zupelnie
zapomniany.

Wiedza o dokonaniach pptk. Jana Kowalewskiego w ciagu ostatnich kilku-
nastu lat stala sie powszechnie dostepna za sprawa historykéw i pasjonatéw.
Wsrod prekursoréw jej upowszechniania nalezy wymieni¢ prof. Grzegorza
Nowika oraz dr. Jana Ciechanowskiego. Opisali oni dokonania Kowalewskiego
w czasie wojny z bolszewikami (1919-1920) i w trakcie jego pracy na placéwce
w Lizbonie (1940-1944) podczas 11 wojny Swiatowej. Brakowato jednakze osob-
nej pracy, traktujgcej ogélnie o jego dziatalnos$ci na przestrzeni catego zycia.

Jan Kowalewski jest przyktadem ukrytego dotychczas bohatera, ktory
zostaje odkryty i przypomniany. W 2019 r. naktadem wydawnictwa Muzeum
11 Wojny Swiatowej w Gdansku, w ramach serii ,,Patroni dla Gdanskich Ulic”,
ukazata sie niewielka publikacja Podputkownik Jan Kowalewski (1892-1965).
Zadaniem serii jest promowanie postaci, ktére nalezy upamietni¢ w przestrzeni
publicznej w Gdansku za ich zastugi i dokonania na szczeblu lokalnym, a takze
ogo6lnokrajowym. Wydanie tej ksiazki zwiazane byto rowniez z pierwsza edy-
cja przyznania Nagrody im. pptk. Jana Kowalewskiego — wspoélnego projektu
Muzeum 11 Wojny Swiatowej w Gdansku i Politechniki Gdanskiej. Odbyto sie to
w 2019 I. i bylo czescig obchodéw 8o. rocznicy wybuchu 11 wojny §wiatowej.
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the Second World War in Gdansk and Gdansk University of Technology. The
ceremony took place in 2019 and was part of the celebration of the 8o anni-
versary of the outbreak of World War 11. The publication presents an outline
of the biography of the Lieutenant Colonel, devoting an equal measure of
attention to the various areas of his activity — inextricably connected with
the Polish history of the first half of the 20 century. This book, however,
does not set aside the need for a more extensive study on Jan Kowalewski.

This publication is addressed to foreign readers as Jan Kowalewski’s ac-
tivity was international in character. As compared with the work published
as part of the series Patroni dla Gdariskich Ulic this book contains additional
information. It relates, among other things, to his military service in the
interwar period and during World War 11, which have not previously received
wider attention from historians.

Jan Kowalewski was a multidimensional person, endowed with multiple
talents. When taking a closer look at the individual stages of his career, you
can see how multidisciplinary his achievements and the tasks entrusted
to him were. He studied commerce and chemistry, but instead took up
a career in the army. He was a soldier, and later a codebreaker and radio
intelligence officer. He worked as a diplomat, got involved in politics and
was also a publicist. In each of these domains, he turned out to be an
outstanding person, which was reflected, among others, by his subsequent
promotions and posts.

Some of his activities, due to their sensational character, could serve as
ready material for a film. He was a man who took challenges and risks, looking
for solutions in even the most demanding situations. Everything he did, was
in the name and for the good of Poland, peace and security in Europe. He was
a polyglot — he was known to speak Russian, German, French, English and
Romanian. He had numerous contacts and acquaintances amongst foreign
politicians and in military circles. He had connections with the ruling families,
which was manifested by camaraderie between him and the Romanian king
Charles 11. During his lifetime, he worked in many countries, each and every
time, regardless of the circumstances, performing the tasks entrusted to
him in a professional way.

His persona and achievements defy all predictability. Jan Kowalewski
was a very popular figure in his time, often at the centre of attention for
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Wspomniana publikacja ukazuje zarys biograficzny podputkownika, réwno-
miernie rozkladajac akcenty na rézne dzialalnosci tej postaci — nierozerwalnie
zwiazanej z polska historiag pierwszej polowy xx w. Ksigzka ta nie wyczerpuje
jednak potrzeby powstania obszerniejszej pracy o Janie Kowalewskim.

Niniejsza publikacja jest skierowana z kolei do zagranicznego odbiorcy,
co zwiazane jest z miedzynarodowym charakterem dziatalno$ci Jana Kowa-
lewskiego. W stosunku do ksigzki z serii ,,Patroni dla Gdanskich Ulic” zawarte
w niej tresci zostaly uzupetlnione o dodatkowe informacje. Dotycza one
m.in. nieporuszanych uprzednio szerzej przez historykow zagadnien dotycza-
cych jego stuzby w okresie miedzywojennym oraz w czasie 11 wojny Swiatowej.

Jan Kowalewski byt postacia wielowymiarowa, obdarzona licznymi talen-
tami. Przygladajac sie poszczegdlnym etapom jego kariery, mozna zauwazy¢
multidyscyplinarno$¢ jego dokonan i powierzanych mu zadan. Ksztalcit sie
w dziedzinie handlu oraz chemii, jednak na stale zwiazat sie z wojskiem. Byt
zolnierzem, p6zniej za§ deszyfrantem i radiowywiadowca. Pracowat jako
dyplomata, zaangazowat sie w polityke, byl takze publicysta. W kazdej z tych
dziedzin okazywat sie wybitnym cztowiekiem, co znajdowato odzwierciedlenie
m.in. w kolejnych awansach czy powierzanych mu stanowiskach.

Niektore przypadki jego dziatalno$ci, z uwagi na swéj niemal sensacyjny
charakter, moga stanowi¢ gotowy materiat filmowy. Byt cztowiekiem podej-
mujgcym wyzwania i ryzyko, szukajacym rozwigzan nawet najbardziej wyma-
gajacych spraw. Wszystko, co czynil, robil w imie i dla dobra Polski, pokoju
i bezpieczenstwa w Europie. Byl poliglota - wiadomo, ze wladal jezykiem
rosyjskim, niemieckim, francuskim, angielskim i rumunskim. Posiadat liczne
kontakty i znajomos$ci wéréd kregow zagranicznych politykéw, wojskowych.
Znat tez panujace rody, czego przejawem byly kolezenskie relacje taczace
go z rumunskim krélem Karolem 11. W ciggu swego zZycia pracowat w wielu
krajach, gdzie za kazdym razem, niezaleznie od okoliczno$ci, profesjonalnie
wykonywal powierzone mu zadania.

Jego posta¢ i dokonania nie mieszczg sie w jakichkolwiek schematach.
Jan Kowalewski byt w swoim czasie postacia bardzo popularna, o ktérej rozpi

sywala sie prasa zaréwno polska, jak i zagraniczna. W latach miedzywojennych
o niektérych jego dokonaniach nie méwiono jednak gto$no, majac na wzgledzie
bezpieczenstwo Polski. Z kolei p6zniej komunistyczna cenzura zepchneta go
na kilkadziesiat lat w otchtan niepamieci.
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both the Polish and foreign press. However, in the interwar years, some of
his achievements were not mentioned aloud, with a view to Poland’s security.
Later, communist censorship pushed him into the abyss of oblivion for
several decades.

The idea behind this publication is to present the figure of Jan Kowalewski
to the Polish and foreign public. He spent many years of his life overseas
where he died, unable to return to his home country which was controlled

by communists who were hostile to him. "
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Idea powstania niniejszej publikacji jest zaprezentowanie postaci Jana Kowa-
lewskiego polskiemu i zagranicznemu odbiorcy. To bowiem na obczyznie
spedzil wiele lat swojego zycia. Tam tez zmart, nie mogac wroci¢ do kraju

opanowanego przez wrogich mu komunistow. "
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